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Using the Blue Prism Mainframe 

Overview 

Blue Prism provides a grid tool to allow you to quickly spy regions on a mainframe screen. Once 

you have correctly configured your mainframe object to start the mainframe the following 

instructions describe how to use the mainframe spying tool. 

 Start the mainframe session (use the launch action or start manually and call the attach

action)

 Within Application Modeller and you will see the application is now attached and the “launch”

button is not available

PowerTerm 

You cannot start PowerTerm from the PowerTerm object. The session has to be started from a 

separate object which starts the Windows process. Once the PowerTerm session is running 

either from a separate Blue Prism object or from being started manually call the Launch action 

from your PowerTerm object and the object will attach to the session. 
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 Go back to your application modeller and create a main window element and then select

identify

Spying Elements Correctly 

 You have to spy the application window in Win32

a. TIP: remember do not spy the whole of the window

b. Do not spy the toolbars or bottom information

c. For Integration mode to work successfully by using the grid you must ensure you only

spy the application window

d. Please see screenshot below
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 Select Ctrl + Left click and then the spy grid will appear

 It is important to see where the grid is on this application now, it does not cover the toolbar or

any window elements at all. If it does you can resize the tool to make it smaller or bigger in

any direction.

 You can then create your elements required.

 Remember when selecting your elements for input fields you select what you consider to be

the whole field rather than just selecting the data currently in the field. The current data may

not occupy the full width of the field.

Blue Prism Mainframe Guide - Using the Blue Prism Mainframe

Commercial in Confidence



 Highlight them to confirm
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Further help 

You might find sometimes the text does not come back properly for the field you have highlighted 

on the application screen: 

Look at the below element identified 

Only part of username has appeared. By changing the Start X from 4 to 0, in the read stage the 

username field is read back properly 
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