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How to configure Micro Focus Extral For
use with Blue Prism

Introduction

Micro Focus produce a number of emulator products for emulating and connecting to mainframe
sessions. Blue Prism supports the use of several variants of Micro Focus's products for mainframe
connectivity. In this guide document we will be describing the use of the Extra! Xtreme tool, when it
is configured to connect to an IBM 3270 form of mainframe session.

This document was created as a guide to configuring the Micro Focus Extra! Product in preparation
for attaching by Blue Prism software. The version of the Micro Focus product used in this guide is
v9.3, but earlier versions also have similar instructions.

Pre-Requisites
Before following these instructions you will need the following:-

a) Blue Prism software installed
b) Micro Focus Extra! Software installed
c) Avalid running mainframe session to connect to (not the demo sessions provided as

examples by Micro Focus)
d) An Micro Focus session file (.EDP) created which can connect to your running mainframe

system

Configuring Micro Focus to run a specific session
The following steps can be followed to configure Micro Focus to run a pre-defined session file:-

1. Run the Micro Focus Extra! Program
2. If prompted, then select to open a session file, and browse to your existing EXTRA! Session

file (*.edp)

Open Session
CXD | 1.« Attachmate » EXTRA! » Sessions » - | +y || Search Sessions }D|

Organize = New folder =~ O @

S Favorites *  Name Date modified Type Size

B Desktop |, ENU 01/12/2015 20:19 File folder
i Downloads & BPTest 01/12/2015 2213 EXTRA! Session 21 KB

| Recent F{I'_'}es

. Libraries

q‘\_ Documents
¢ Music

b= Pictures
B videos

-

N Comniter

File name: - [Sﬁsions (*.edp; ".epp) ']

Coem I [ comea

Commercial in Confidence



SSk ‘ bl uepnsrﬁ Blue Prism Mainframe Guide - Micro Focus Extra

3. Check that the session connects properly, for example:

3 BPFEST - EXTRA! X-treme 9.3 Evaluation == ]

File [Edit View Tools Session Options Help

DB S dABho W ,e =t R R OE 240

Connected to host localhost Keys: 0000 Saved: 0000 NUM 2319

4. Ensure that you can see the Menu items.
e You may need to select the ‘Show Menu Bar’ option from the application’s context
menu

él EPTEST - EXTRA! X-treme 9.3 Evaluation

Restore n Options Help

Move

Size M il Lt
= Minimize

o Maximize
x  Close Alt+F4

¥ Show Menu Bar

5. Select the Global Preferences option from the Options menu

. Options | Help
| W Settings...

g &) Session Type...
's® Global Preferences...

6. Select the Advanced tab to reveal information about the HLLAPI Shortname configuration

options.
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| General | Adj3noed | Fles/Directories | Giobal Language Settings

-

m J ’

Browse.. | | Remove |

HLLAP| Shotname Associations — HLLAPI Transport Type

@ Shared among all users @ Standard Transport

() Unigue to each user (") Enhanced Transport
Keyboard Type

| Standard 101-Key or Microsoft Natural Keyboard -

o) Coma ) [

7. Select a Session Shortname letter and browse to locate the Extra! Session file (*.edp) that
you want to associate with this shortname identifier .
e This character code will be used by Blue Prism’s Application Modeller to identify the
associated session, and will be called a “Session Identifier” in Blue Prism.
8. Click the OK button to set this configuration, and then exit from the Micro Focus Extra!
Session, ensuring that the session and the emulator are both closed.

Configuring Blue Prism to run the Extra! session
Once Micro Focus has been configured to associate the session file with a specific session

shortname, then Blue Prism can be configured to Launch and Attach to the same session.

1. Run the Blue Prism client software.
2. Using Object Studio create a new Business Object with the following configuration:
a) Select a Mainframe type of application
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ﬁ

o —

Apphcation Modeller blueprism

Describethe application that is automated by this business object

Indicate what type of application you are using
™) windows Application
() Java-based Application
() Browser-based Application
i@ Mainframe Application

[4M][Nm>][€amﬁ

b) Choose the ‘Mainframe (Micro Focus)’ type of connector

ﬁ

|| Appication Hodeticr blueprism

Describethe application that is automated by this business object

Indicate whattype of application you are using

(™) Mainframe (Generic EHLLAPI) -
() Mainframe (IBM)

() Mainframe (Hummingbird HostExplorer)

(™) Mainframe (Hummingbird HostExplorer EHLLAPT)
@ Mainframe (Attachmate)

() Mainframe (Attachmate Reflection)

() Mainframe (Passport)

() Mainframe (Rumba)

() Mainframe (Teemtalk)

% Mainframa (TRM Dfam ML ADTY

[ <pak | [Cnext> ][ concel |

c) Forthe Session Identifier selection choose the Session Shortname that was configured
in the Micro Focus advanced options screen (Step 7 in the Micro Focus configuration
steps).

d) Select the correct product from the list of available Micro Focus products
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' # Application Modeller Wizard
—— blueprism

Describe the application that is automated by this business object

Pleass choose the appropriate variant of your Attachmate emulator below

‘Exlral > '

Rally!

Kea!

Kea! for HP
Irma
InfoConnect

Help [ <Back || Mext> || cancel |

e) Leave the remaining options at their default settings and conclude the Application
Modeller wizard screens.

With the two products configured test the connectivity by clicking on the “Launch” button to check
that Micro Focus launches the correct session file and connects as expected to your running
mainframe session.

s
3 BPTEST - EXTRA! X-treme 9.3 Evaluation

: File Edit View # Application Modeller

Application Modeller
Define the elements of an application that will be used by Object Studio

ApplicationExplorer
Application Name

Run ATTACHMATE Extra

Session Identifier

A

Please choose the appropriate variant of your Attachmate emulator below

Extra

Select the Application Manager mode

Embedded (default)

If necessary, enter any options specific to this target application. as directed by
Blue Prism technical support

\ Add Child | I Diagnostics | Application Wizard \

|
J L

Connected to host localhost Keys: 0000 Saved: 0000

Your Micro Focus session should now be launched and ready for spying or interacting with by Blue
Prism.
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Using the Win32 spy mode you can reveal the 80x32 grid allowing for field selection, for example:

J;il BPTEST - EXTRA! X-treme 9.3 Evaluation

File Edit View | @ Application Modeller

Define the elements of an application that will be used by

ApplicationBeplorer Element Details
(3 Filter the tree... 4  Name Login field
£ Run ATTACHMATE Extra | Description
- Login field
Element Type Data Type [rext -
A Name Match? Match Type Walue
End X ¥ | = (equal) 8
End Y & = (Equal) 2
Field Text [ = (Equal) gin:
Field Type = (Equal) Rectangular
Start X ] = (Equal) 3
Start Y F | = (Equal) 2
(AddBement | [ addchid | [ Clear [ Highlight | [ 1densfy -]

[ ok J[ concd [ vy ]
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